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Abstract 
The present paper aims at defining the task of the teacher in a formative interdisciplinary program. For this purpose, the 
interdisciplinary master’s program “Communication, Public Relations and Digital Media” running at the Faculty of 
Communication Sciences of the University “Politehnica” of Timişoara (Romania) is analyzed. The aspects referring to the 
organization and the well-functioning of this master’s program are called, in this paper, ‘organization and functioning methods’. 
These methods and their indicators are analyzed in detail in order to outline the role of the teacher involved in a formative 
interdisciplinary program. 
© 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
The present paper aims at defining the task of the teacher in a formative interdisciplinary program. For this 
purpose, the interdisciplinary master’s program “Communication, Public Relations and Digital Media” is analyzed. 
The Faculty of Communication Sciences in collaboration with the Faculty of Electronics and Telecommunications 
Engineering of the University “Politehnica” of Timişoara (Romania) initiated this program at the beginning of the 
academic year 2011/2012. 
 
The present study starts with the presentation of this master’s program which is considered an experimental one 
for several reasons: it is a new experience for the teachers of this faculty because it is the first master’s program 
running here; it is an interdisciplinary master’s program because it associates two fundamental and, at the same 
time, different fields, namely the socio-humanities and the technical one; it is currently in progress. 
 
Then, the role of the teacher in a formative interdisciplinary program is defined. For this purpose, the following 
aspects are taken into consideration: the identification and analysis of the organization, functioning methods and 
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indicators specific to the interdisciplinary  
the identification of some specific complementary skills and abilities needed by the teachers involved in such 
programs. 
 
The approach goes from particular to general and is based on observation which is the starting point for 
identifying some general guidelines concerning the role of the teacher in a formative interdisciplinary program.  
2. elations and Digital 
 
2.1. Context 
organized 
(Romania). It is a formative program which was initiated at the beginning of the academic year 2011/2012 and 
which is running at present. 
 
communication in their field of activity, irrespective of their professional profile, as well as specialists who wish to 
later on do research work in the field of communication sciences.  The aim of this formative interdisciplinary 
ssful communication skills resorting to the new technologies, because nowadays 
the communication process takes place both in real and in virtual media. 
 
The interdisciplinary approach of this program is determined by the impressive evolution in terms of technology 
at least two fields of study. 
2.2. Aim and objectives 
The didactic aim of this program is to offer in-depth knowledge in the fields of communication sciences, 
electronics and telecommunications engineering by associating two specialties Communication and Public Relations 
and Telecommunications Technology and Systems (Multimedia Technologies). The in-depth interdisciplinary 
training of this 
mentioned specializations on the one hand and on the other, it creates and develops new complementary skills and 
skills needed for scientific research, particularly in the field of communication sciences. These new complementary 
skills refer to the acquisition, selection, adaptation and management of the knowledge and practice specific to the 
two different fields in question. This means that the graduates of the specialties Communication and Public 
Relations and those of Telecommunications Technology and Systems (Multimedia Technologies) are given the 
opportunity to broaden their educational background with digital media knowledge and practice, and communication 
knowledge and practice, respectively. In other words, the interdisciplinary approach of this 
the student the opportunity to super-specialize in the field of communication, public relations and digital media by 
consolidating the s
cognitive and behavioral skills necessary in the labor market (view  www.cnrs.fr).  
 
The objectives of this  to form, at a post-university level, competitive professionals that 
have an interdisciplinary training in the fields of communication, public relations and new online digital media; to 
organize the teaching process in a manne
the labor market; to do high-quality research applicable to the socio-economic environment; to cooperate with 
3595 Lavinia Suciu and Simona Simon /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  46 ( 2012 )  3593 – 3597 
  
universities, associations, local, national and international organizations and to get integrated into the national and 
international informational circuit. 
 
be taken into account in order to achieve the didactic aim and to meet the objectives. The educational curriculum 
ng disciplines specific to both fields in an 
equal number. The same balanced approach is mirrored by the distribution of the theoretical and practical 
knowledge across the curriculum. The student can use the modern facilities of our university: lecture halls and 
seminar rooms, that have screen and video-projectors, laboratories endowed with research equipment needed for the 
didactic and research activities, libraries, that contain a large number of professional books, print and online 
periodicals, inventions, etc. and reading rooms.   
2.3. The research axis 
the opportunity to correlate their teaching activities with their research work. Thus, the research and teaching 
materialized in research grants, 
specialization. 
2.4. The scientific axis of interdisciplinary teaching 
the answer to the socio-professional and research needs of the contemporary experts in various fields. The scientific 
axis of interdisciplinary teaching refers, in this particular situation, to the fact that the curriculum comprises two sets 
of disciplines, a humanities-based and a technical one. The first set belongs to the communication sciences and the 
easily to any professional situation, can find solutions to various challenges of their profession and can identify new 
research directions. 
3. Organization and functioning methods. Their evaluation indicators 
 takes into account some organization and functioning 
methods needed for achieving positive learning outcomes by interweaving the teaching of humanities-based 
disciplines with the teaching of technical ones. These methods and their indicators are analysed in detail in order to 
outline the role of the teacher involved in a formative interdisciplinary program. This master
organization and functioning methods and to six evaluation indicators, respectively. The six methods and their 
indicators are described below. 
 
a. The  
ach 
the students in seminar, laboratory and project activities (e.g. presentations, comments, lectures delivered by 
students, projects, etc.). 
 
The corresponding evaluation indicators are: the interview organised during the entrance examination session; the 
discipline that has been filled in by the candidates; the attendance list for each course, seminar, laboratory or/ and 
project; the marks got at the studied disciplines, at the delivered presentations or lectures on different subjects, at the 
projects. 
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b. The specific skills 
 
 
respect to the complementary field; the scientific sessions to which each teacher has taken part. 
 
c. The cooperation and collaboration among the teachers of humanities-based disciplines and technical ones is 
done by permanently talking about the didactic process, methods, objectives and the learning outcome; building 
mixed research teams with the purpose of deliv
 
 
The corresponding evaluation indicators are regular talks among the involved teachers concerning the 
 
 
d. The interrelationship between teachers and students is established by assuring tutoring hours for each discipline; 
organising student scientific sessions; using interactive didactic methods; emphasising the practical-formative 
 ( ). 
 
The corresponding evaluation indicators are: the tutoring timetable for each discipline; the organised student 
scientific sessions; the didactic methods used and mentioned in the syllabus of each discipline; the balance among 
the practical activities (laboratory, project, case study, etc activities) mentioned in the educational curriculum and in 
the syllabus of each discipline; the master dissertation paper. 
 
e. The professional relationship among students is intensified by focussing on the development of the skills needed 
for working in interdisciplinary teams. 
 
elaborated in teams made up of students having different educational backgrounds (humanities and technical 
background). 
 
f. The socio-economic contacts are maintained and developed by organising professional meetings among the 
representatives of some local organisations, local and foreign entrepreneurs; organising work visits at various 
organisations; collaborating with the representatives of the socio-economic milieu. 
 
The corresponding evaluation indicators are the existing collaboration agreements between the 
organizers and the local/ foreign organizations, on the one hand, and the French and German cultural centres, on the 
other; the teacher-student activities; a representative of the socio-
program board. 
4. Conclusion 
answer to the 
requirements of the modern society which emphasises the interdisciplinary professional formation. Although there 
 few of this kind in Romania. The 
presented above is characterized by the association of two distinct fields, namely the field of the 
communication sciences and of the engineering sciences. This fact is reflected in the curriculum in the equal 
distribution of the disciplines specific to each field. In other words, the same number of humanities-based disciplines 
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and of technical ones is studied and the number of hours and credit-points allotted to them is also equal. The direct 
consequence of this balanced interdisciplinary approach is the f
better capability to adapt to the professional challenges, irrespective of the field of activity. This interdisciplinary 
 does not only have hybrid disciplines that combine the concepts of the two fields in question, but 
it also has a large number of disciplines specific to the two fields mentioned above. This helps the graduates find 
integrated solutions for optimal communication in a specific field of activity.  
 
Taking into account all these facts, the question about the role of the teacher in an interdisciplinary formative 
ed to rethink the traditional role of the teacher taking part in this 
program. 
 
The organisation and functioning methods described above, as well as their evaluation indicators are the basis on 
which the role of the teacher involved in a formative interdisciplinary program is defined. The unfolding of this 
s program has pointed to some skills and abilities needed by a teacher involved in such a program: 
 The teacher has to refer constantly to the complementary field on which the program is based while 
teaching the concepts specific to that particular discipline. This is the result of the fact that the students 
taking part in interdisciplinary programs have different educational backgrounds, which means that the 
subjects being taught must be adapted accordingly. 
 The teacher needs knowledge of the complementary field reflected in his/ her research work or in his/ 
her complementary skills and abilities. 
 The teacher has to establish and maintain positive and constant relationships with the students by 
recourse to other activities than those mentioned in the curriculum: tutoring timetable, student scientific 
sessions, projects, etc. 
 The teacher has to establish and maintain positive and constant relationships with the teachers teaching 
the complementary disciplines of the program, for example, by recourse to joint research work. 
 The teacher has to establish and maintain positive and constant relationships with the local socio-
economic milieu in order to adapt the didactic material to the requirements of the labour market. 
 The teacher has to do his/ her best to determine the students having different educational backgrounds 
interrelate in order to better understand and learn the disciplines of the complementary field of that 
program. 
 
The complementary skills of the teacher involved in such programs are described in terms of the expectations of 
that program, namely the efficiency, success and professional quality of the graduates of such a program. 
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